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Senator William N. Brownsberger


Representative John V. Fernandes

Senate Chair





House Chair

Joint Committee on Judiciary


Joint Committee on Judiciary

State House, Room 504



State House, Room 136

Boston, MA 02133




Boston, MA 02133

Dear Chairman Brownsberger and Chairman Fernandes 

and Members of the Judiciary Committee,

The __________________________(your organization) supports S. 901 and H. 1656 to expand the housing court statewide. The reasons why we support the expansion of the housing court are:
Provide one or two real examples from your perspective about why a statewide housing court is needed. Use any of these bullet points to help you make your point. 

It is important that your letter speak to your experience.

· Housing Expertise: Housing Court judges have the expertise to analyze the labyrinth of federal, state, and local laws on housing. 
· Housing Specialists: Only the Housing Courts have Housing Specialists who mediate cases that save the time and expense of litigation. 
· Code Enforcement: Housing Court is set up to efficiently respond to emergencies and building, fire, and sanitary code violations. 
· Homelessness: Based in Housing Courts, the Tenancy Preservation Program prevents homelessness among people with disabilities.
· Cost Effective: Housing Court has the lowest cost per case across all court departments.
· Blight: Through receiverships it revitalizes dilapidated properties, improving neighborhoods, property values, and local tax collection.
We believe that the proposed expansion will enhance the housing and safety of the one-third of the residents in the Commonwealth who do not have access to a housing court. We urge you to support S. 901 and H. 1656 and favorably report these bills out of Committee. 

Thank you.

cc: Your Senator and Representative

