YOUR LETTERHEAD



March ____, 2017
The Honorable Brian Dempsey

State House, Room 243

Boston, MA 02133

The Honorable Stephen Kulik

State House, Room 238

Boston, MA 02133

The Honorable Elizabeth Malia
State House, Room 238

Boston, MA 02133

FY18 Budget - Statewide Housing Court Expansion

Dear Chairman Dempsey, Vice Chairman Kulik, and Assistant Vice Chairwoman Malia,
The _____________________(name of your organization) supports the expansion of the Housing Court statewide. We urge House Ways and Means to include funding and authorization for the expansion of the Housing Court in the FY18 Budget. 
It is time that all communities in Massachusetts have access to the resources and expertise of Housing Court. Housing Courts offer access to resources to prevent homelessness. Housing Courts have Housing Specialists who mediate cases helping landlords and tenants arrive at agreements. Housing Courts are set up to quickly respond to health and safety emergencies. Housing Courts save the state millions of dollars in shelter costs. 
The expansion is important to us because ____________________________
An investment to expand the Housing Court statewide is a sound investment in a well-respected and efficient institution. Housing Courts have a significant impact on people’s lives and the quality of housing in our communities. 
We hope that the House Ways and Means Committee will make the investment this year that is needed to support Housing Court expansion.

Respectfully submitted,

