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The Honorable Brian Dempsey
State House, Room 243
Boston, MA 02133

The Honorable Stephen Kulik
State House, Room 238
Boston, MA 02133

The Honorable Todd Smola
State House, Room 124
Boston, MA 02133

RE: Adopting Senate outside Sections to Expand Housing Court Statewide

Dear Conference Committee Members,

We are writing to urge you and your fellow conferees to adopt Senate outside Sections 53E - 531

and Section 108 which expands the housing court to the remaining 20% of the state geo graphically

that does not have access to the housing court. No appropriation is currently being sought.

This is a key change to ensure that everyone in the Commonwealth has access to justice and fair
housing. The Senate outside Sections 53E- 531 and Section 108 will provide:

« Housing Court judges with the expertise to analyze the labyrinth of laws on housing.

« Housing Specialists who mediate cases and save the time and the expense of litigation.

» Enforcement to respond quickly to emergencies, building, fire, and housing code violations.

» Homelessness prevention thru the Tenancy Preservation Program for people with disabilities.
« Revitalization of dilapidated properties, improving neighborhoods and local tax collection.

We believe that the expansion will enhance the.housing and safety of the one-third of the residents

in the Commonwealth who do not currently have access to a housing court. Please adopt Senate
outside Sections 53F - 531 and Section 108.
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