MASSACHUSETTS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION

Supreme Judicial Court

John Adams Courthouse

One Pemberton Square, Suite 2200, Boston, MA  02108-1735  


June 2, 2015
The Honorable Karen Spilka


The Honorable Brian Dempsey

State House, Room 212


State House, Room 243

Boston, MA 02133



Boston, MA 02133

The Honorable Sal DiDomenico

The Honorable Stephen Kulik

State House, Room 208


State House, Room 238
Boston, MA 02133



Boston, MA 02133

The Honorable Viriato deMacedo

The Honorable Todd Smola

State House, Room 313A


State House, Room 124
Boston, MA 02133



Boston, MA 02133
RE: Adopting Senate Outside Sections to Expand Housing Court Statewide
Dear Conference Committee Members,

The Access to Justice Commission urges you to adopt Senate outside Sections 53E - 53I and Section 108 which expands the housing court to the remaining 20% of the state geographically that does not have access to the housing court. No appropriation is currently being sought.
 
This is a key change to ensure that everyone in the Commonwealth has access to justice and fair housing. The Senate outside Sections 53E- 53I and Section 108 will provide: 
· Housing Court judges with the expertise to analyze the labyrinth of laws on housing. 
· Housing Specialists who mediate cases and save the time and the expense of litigation. 
· Enforcement to respond quickly to emergencies, building, fire, and housing code violations. 
· Homelessness prevention thru the Tenancy Preservation Program for people with disabilities.
· Revitalization of dilapidated properties, improving neighborhoods and local tax collection.
We join with the 80 organization (see reverse) who believe that the expansion will enhance the housing and safety of the 1/3rd of the residents in the Commonwealth who do not have access to a housing court. Please adopt Senate outside Sections 53E - 53I and Section 108. Thank you.
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Georgia Katsoulomitis

Commissioner, Access to Justice Commission
Commissioner, Access to Justice Commission

Supporters for Statewide Housing Court Expansion

· Mass. Health Officers Association

· Fire Chiefs' Association of Massachusetts

· Fire Prevention Association of Mass.
· Mass. Association of Health Boards
· Mass. Municipal Lawyers Association

· Massachusetts Bar Association

· Boston Bar Association

· Mass. Association of Public Health Nurses

· Mass. Environmental Health Association

· Massachusetts Law Reform Institute

· Barnstable County Department 
of Health and Environment 

· Cape & Island Health Agents Coalition

· Elder Services of Cape Cod & Islands

· Citizens Housing and Planning Assoc.
· Law Office of Heather M. Ward

· MetroWest Legal Services

· Greater Boston Legal Services

· Chelsea Collaborative

· Town of Lexington, Town Manager 
· Town of Bedford, Town Manager

· Town of Norwood, Board of Health

· Town of Halifax, Health Agent

· Belmont Fire Department, 
Fire Prevention Bureau

· Father Bill's and Mainspring, Brockton

· Law Office of Christopher T. Saccardi

· Somerville Homeless Coalition

· Justice Center of Southeast Massachusetts

· Metrowest Workers Center, Framingham

· Barnstable Town Council (Resolution)

· Duffy Health Center, Hyannis

· Winchester Housing Partnership Board

· Adams & Sammon

· Community Action Programs Inter-City in Revere, Winthrop & Chelsea

· Housing for All Corporation

· Homes for Families

· Chelsea City Council (Resolution)

· Eliot Community Human Services  

· Lawyers Clearinghouse on Affordable Housing and Homelessness

· Jewish Alliance for Law & Social Action

· Springwell - Waltham

· Advocates, Inc - Framingham

· The Second Step – Newton
· American Friends Service Committee - Cambridge
· Bay Cove Human Services, Inc

· Yarmouth Fire Department
· Harwich Fire Department
· Chelsea Fire Department
· Chelsea Police Department
· The Second Step – Newton
· Cape Cod Council of Churches
· Mass. Union of Public Housing Tenants
· Irene Bagdoian, Attorney, Brockton
· HarborCOV: Communities Overcoming Violence, Chelsea
· Winchester Board of Health
· Winchester Board of Selectman
· Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services
· La Comunidad, Everett
· New Chelsea Realty
· St. Luke's-San Lucas, Episcopal Church, Chelsea
· Centro Latino, Chelsea
· Massachusetts Jobs With Justice
· Chelsea Inspectional Services Department
· The Neighborhood Developers, Chelsea
· Brazilian Women's Group, Brighton
· Suffolk University Legal Services
· Community Labor United﻿
· Metro Credit Union, Chelsea
· Major City Police Chiefs Association
· Neighbor to Neighbor, Massachusetts
· UNITE HERE Local 26
· Bourne Housing Authority
· Mass. Chapter of NAHRO (National Assoc. of Hsing & Redevelopment Officials
· Mass. Communities Action Network

· Brookline Public Health Department - Environmental Health Division

· SEUI 32BJ New England District 615
· Framingham Board of Selectman
· Harvard Legal Aid Bureau

�   In 2000, M.G.L. 185C, Section 1 was amended through an outside section of the Fiscal Year 2001 budget to expand the Hampden Housing Court to become the Western Housing Court Division, covering Berkshire, Franklin, Hampshire, and Hampden counties.  Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts 2000, Chapter 159, Section 244.








